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Who Was Here First?

Benedict Farm was formerly used as a
dairy farm, look around and you can
see the buildings that were used as
part of the daily farm operations. But
long before the area was

settled and used as a family dairy
farm, the property was inhabited by
Native Americans for more than 8,000
years. Significant evidence of this
prehistoric use still exists on the site,
and is preserved untouched within two
archeologically protected areas of the
Park. Due to this site’s rich pre-
history contributions to the Town of
Montgomery, an application has been
submitted to New York State Office of
Parks, Recreation & Historic
Preservation to place the two sites on
the National Historic Register.

It is thought that this area was
occupied by Algonquian-speaking
groups of the Mahican confederacy
known as the Lenni Lenape or
Delaware. The tribes in the Orange
County area were known as the Proto-
Munsee. Detailed information about
the archeological studies that were
carried out at the Park, on Hudson
Valley Native American Pre-history,
and how the Lenape lived, ate, made
use of the land, and governed
themselves, as well as information on
artifacts found at the site was
compiled by Joe Devine, Chairman of
the Park at Benedict Farm Advisory
Council, in The Prehistory of the Park
at Benedict Farm, available online at
http://goo.gl/gauBec.

Why Is There a Man-Made Pond
Next to a River?

You may be wondering why a
small pond was built in Benedict Farm
Park so close to the Wallkill River.
After all, there is already plenty of
existing natural surface water features
within the Park: the Wallkill River, the
Muddy Kill, and their floodplains, as
well as both state and federal
wetlands. Why add any more? Well,
this pond was built as just one
component of an entire system of “Best
Management Practices” designed to
manage stormwater runoff flows from
the human activities in the park,
helping to keep the river clean, prevent

flooding, and protect plant and wildlife
habitat.

“Low-Impact Development” and
“Better Site Design” are development
practices  that safeguard  water
resources by preserving natural areas.
These practices encourage stormwater
to follow natural flow patterns,
allowing it to filter through soil and
vegetation. The objective of these
practices is to address stormwater
runoff close to its source by conveying
and treating surface water.
“POCKET POND”

What is Stormwater Runoff?
Why Does it Matter?
Examples of Stormwater Pollution

What Can Be Done to Protect Our
Surface Water Resources?

Find the answers to these questions
and more as part of the educational
downloads available by going to Website
www.townofmontgomery.com
Town Parks-Benedict Farm Park

To learn more about Stormwater
Management visit www.cwp.org

“BIORETENION BASIN
CONSTRUCTION”
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The “Better Site Design” project at
the Benedict Farm Park was funded
in part by a grant from the New
York State Department of
Environmental Conservation. The
community benefits in viewing the
implementation of stormwater
management practices at the
park’s information kiosk & Town’s
website.



Bird Habitat

Farms often provide important bird
habitat, and Benedict Farm is no
exception. When the Town of
Montgomery acquired this farm, it
commissioned several wildlife and , bag e
habitat studies that focused on ; . " tudser
plant and animal species that exist ¢
in the park, including threatened
and endangered species and those
of special conservation concern. *&
The resulting studies were used to 0
craft a park management and _ m_ﬁmﬁ
conservation plan. Of the park’s L

102 acres, 18 acres are devoted to
active recreation purposes, while
the remaining 84 acres are devoted

Benedict Farm Park is located at:
1675 Route 17K, Montgomery, NY 12549
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to passive uses, conservation, and The construction and design of
wildlife management. Even natural Benedict Farm Park was funded in et
areas require management, and the part by a grant from; New State 7 -
habitat management requirements Park Recreation & Historic I w.a_ﬂ\w r=
: of the park restrict Preservation; the Orange County Bl BRI
human wuse and Community Development Block _w\\\& G-
access to portions Grant Program, and the New York 4
of the park during State Department of Environmental | itormation Kiosk
certain times of Conservation. Y Picnic Area  @0ry Swala
year.

Special Thanks to; Fox Hill
Red-winged Blackbird Bruderhof for the Park Entrance
A common resident of sign, Newburgh Winwater for
tall marshlands. . "
donation of materials for the
Bioretenion Basin, and Taylor

Recycling, Inc. for Playground
Mulch.

Please accept the Town of
Montgomery’s sincere gratitude to
all individuals and businesses for
making Benedict Farm Park a
diverse community project.

Sedge Wren: A
threatened bird
species in New
York, the sedge
wren has been
observed on the
site. Itisa
highly transient
bird not loyal to
the same nesting
sites.

No Motorized Boats, Snowmobiles, or
All-Terrain Vehicles permitted in
the Park as per Local Law 3 - 2009




